
A Message from your County Councillor – November/December  2016 
 
This will be the first report that you will receive from me in 2017. Although much that has happened 
politically in 2016 was to my satisfaction, the Brexit vote in particular and the change of Prime Minister 
for example, on a personal level I shall not be sad to see it’s passing. Far too many close friends have 
departed, as well as many famous names and faces we grew up with.  
 
I will start with a reminder. I still hope to see more local organisations coming forward with requests for 
assistance from my Kent County Council member grant fund. The ‘You Decide’ event to award this year’s 
money is due to be held at Teynham Village Hall on the 4th February. I cannot believe all voluntary 
groups are awash with funds, so please contact either myself or Bill Ronan at KCC for an application 
form.  
 
During this period I have attended Graveney Parish Council twice, the November and December 
meetings, Selling Parish Council and Dunkirk Parish Council in November and Teynham Parish Council in 
December. I’ve also chaired a Swale Borough Council cabinet meeting and attended two Full Council 
meetings at Swale.  
 
Other meetings of particular interest include a meeting of all Kent Council Leaders, the Sittingbourne 
Town Centre Regeneration Board, Kent Flood Risk Committee, the Annual General Meeting of the Kent 
Association of Local (Parish) Councils, a meeting to discuss Kent County Council’s plans for 
commissioning extra school capacity in Swale and the Annual General Meeting of the Thames Gateway 
Kent Partnership of which I remain Vice Chairman.  
 
I went to London for the RSPCA Annual Awards where Swale Borough Council’s Dog Warden Service 
received a Gold Award for the second year running. I also took part in a meeting with the Minister of 
Transport Chris Grayling together with local business leaders to discuss highway and rail infrastructure 
problems in Swale and in wider Kent together with possible solutions. This meeting was setup by 
Sittingbourne and Sheppey MP, Gordon Henderson.  
 

Andrew Bowles 


